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sustainable development
• The concept of sustainable development is recognized by the world community as 

a central strategy for the development of mankind, which is aimed at overcoming 
the global environmental crisis.

• Sustainable economic development includes:

• - development that does not impose additional costs on future generations;

• development that minimizes external effects between generations;

• - development, which provides continuous simple and / or expanded reproduction 
of production potential in the future;

• - development in which mankind needs to live only on interest from natural 
capital, without affecting himself.



The first stage (1950-1960s) of Development

• The first stage (1950-1960s) is associated with the awareness of the dangerous 
impact of the economy on the environment and humans, not only locally, but also 
globally. This is a period of increasing nuclear threat and discussion of the possible 
catastrophic consequences of the use of nuclear weapons, the accumulation of 
data on the negative impact of economic activity on the environment, the 
emergence of a global environmental awareness and environmental movement. 
The interconnections between the processes of economic development and 
environmental degradation are already well understood by countries, however, 
basically everything is limited to the speech about the need to take into account 
the interests of nature conservation in the process of economic development.



• Milestones of this period:

• • 1955 - reaction to the growth of smog deaths in the cities of the world;

• • 1962 - Rachel Carson's book “Silent Spring” was published, for the first time and 
having access to language stories about dangerous synthetic pesticides in 
agriculture (including DDT);

• • 1962 - in the resolution of the UN General Assembly of December 18 (1831 (XVII)) 
“Economic development and environmental protection” it is recognized that 
economic development, including industrialization and urbanization, can damage 
natural resources, flora and fauna (especially in developing countries), therefore, 
economic development must necessarily be accompanied by the adoption of 
measures to “preserve, restore, enrich and rational use of natural resources and 
increase productivity”



second stage (1960-1970s)

• At the second stage (1960-1970s), it is concluded that the overly intensive use of 
natural resources and pollution caused by economic development undermine the 
economy itself, destroying its material and resource base and reducing human 
well-being.

• It also comes to the realization that since the problems of pollution and depletion 
of resources have become global in nature, the united efforts of the entire world 
community are needed to solve them. The main idea in this period can be 
considered that in order to preserve natural resources and a favorable 
environment for humans, the economy should be rational. With this approach, the 
key role in preventing dangerous environmental changes is given to scientifically 
sound planning and centralized environmental regulation of economic 
development.

•



• Milestones:

• 1972 - the first report to the Club of Rome is published - the book “Limits of 
Growth”, which presents the results of modeling the exponential growth of the 
world population, industrialization and pollution, as well as an increase in food 
production and depletion of natural resources until 2100.

• 1972 - the UN Conference on the Human Environment is held in Stockholm - this is 
the starting point of the international environmental protection system; Following 
the conference, the Stockholm Declaration is adopted (26 principles); by the end of 
the year, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is being created.



The third stage (1980–1990s)

• The third stage (1980–1990s) is characterized by the rapid development of “green” 
technologies in developed countries. During this period, the idea of environmental 
modernization is being actively promoted. The main premise of this idea is the 
environmental adaptation of economic growth and industrial development is economically 
feasible (or even profitable), as it helps to save resources and creates competitive 
advantages for companies introducing green technologies and manufacturing innovations. 
This idea quickly took root both in the business community and at the level of 
governments of industrialized countries, since this approach removes the contradictions 
between economic and environmental interests within the framework of a market system, 
arguing that environmental damage can be separated from economic growth through 
technological development, reducing unit damage per unit of output.

• In the same period, the concept of sustainable development is being formed among 
experts. The idea of sustainable development is based on the trinity of economic, 
environmental and social development goals.



• Milestones:

• 1987 - The Report of the International Commission on Environment and 
Development (Brundtland Commission) was published, which for the first time 
gives a general definition of sustainable development;

• 1992 - the Conference on Environment and Development (Earth Summit) is held 
in Rio de Janeiro, at which Agenda 21 is adopted as the main outcome document, 
and the UN Commission on Sustainable Development is established;

• • 1997 - the Kyoto Protocol was signed, one of the first practical mechanisms 
imposing legal obligations on countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
compared to 1990 levels and prescribing the creation of an emissions trading 
system .



Sustainable Development
• harmonious (uniform, balanced) 

development. 

• Harmonious development is a process of 
changes in which operation of natural 
resources, the direction of investments, 
orientation of scientific and technical 
development, development of the personality 
and institutional changes are coordinated 
with each other and strengthen present and 
future potential for satisfaction of human 
wants and aspirations.

• Sustainable development should provide 
quality of human life.

• It includes three parts: ECONOMY 
DEVELOPMENT, SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT, 
ECOLOGY DEVELOPMENT.

• UN – the satisfaction of requirements of the present 
doesn't undermine ability of future generations to 
satisfy own requirements ( International  Commission 
on environmental and development UN, 1987)





Conference of the UN on environment and 
development (Rio de Janeiro, June 1992)

• 1 . The declaration proclaiming the basic principles of development 
of human society on Earth - 27:

• 5 - human rights, role of women and youth; 3 peacekeeping and 
peace solution of disputes; 7-sustainable development, 12 policies 
of the states and the international cooperation in the field of 
environmental protection.

• 2 . The AGENDA FOR the XXI CENTURY is accepted.

• Sections: social and economic aspects; preservation and rational 
use of resources for development; strengthening of a role of the 
main groups of the population; means (tools) of their 
implementation.

3 . The international document on forest conservation.



The fourth period (2000–2010)
• The fourth period (2000–2010) is the consolidation of the concept of sustainable development in 

international and national legislation, in the business environment, in public discussions and in 
the media. This period is associated with closer attention to the social component. In the field of 
ecology, the issue of climate change comes to the fore, as well as its connection with the 
prospects for economic growth and development.

• Milestones:

• • 2000 - the Millennium Summit (New York) was held and the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) were proclaimed, aimed at reducing the gap in the quality of life of developing countries 
;

• • 2002 - the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg (“Rio + 10”); as a 
practical form of interaction for achieving the MDGs, the summit announced the creation of the 
so-called “partnerships of the second type”, which provide for more active participation of the 
private sector, non-profit organizations and civil society in decision-making involving the most 
important development problems;

• • 2006 - a report by Nicholas Stern “The Economics of Climate Change” was published, which 
showed that the cost of the negative effects of climate change (up to 5% of world GDP in the 
near future and up to 15–20% by the end of the century) will significantly exceed the costs 
required for taking urgent measures to reduce greenhouse emissions (about 1% of world GDP) ; 
the report is causing widespread publicity;



GOALS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE MILLENNIUM OF THE UN   for 2000-2015
(NEW YORK, 2000)

• 1 . Eradication of extreme poverty and  hunger

• 2 . Providing universal primary education

• 3 . Assistance to equal and active participation of women in political and social and economic life

• 4 . Reduction of child mortality

• 5 . Improvement of maternal health

• 6 . Fight against HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and other diseases

• 7 . To provide stability of environment

• Task 9: To introduce the principles of a sustainable development as an integral part of national policy as the 
terminations of irrational use of natural resources

• Task 10: by 2015 – to lower a share of the population which doesn't have access to drinking water by 50%

• Task 11: by 2020 to provide significant improvement of life of at least 100 million inhabitants of slums

• 8 . Formation of global partnership for development



• • 2007 - The Fourth Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) is released, stating that the observed climate change is “very likely” (with a 
probability of more than 90%) due to human activities, primarily due to an 
increase in anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions since the beginning of the 
Industrial Revolution;

• • 2008 - the global financial and economic crisis begins, to which many 
governments respond by adopting economic stimulus packages that provide for a 
more or less significant “green” component: growth in employment and economic 
activity through investment in resource and energy efficiency, creation of tax 
regimes favorable for the development of green sectors, etc .;

• • 2009 - The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) issues a document that 
for the first time systematically presents ideas for transforming the global 
economic system in the interests of environmentally sustainable development; 
This document, entitled “The Global Green New Deal,” identifies common goals 
and objectives for reforming national economies, as well as international trade 
systems and global financial markets, in line with the vision of experts from the 
UNEP Green Economy Initiative, one of nine initiatives created by UN in 
response to the global crisis.



Fifth period (2011- present)
• The largest Sustainable Development Summit in the history of the United Nations, 

held in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012, called Rio + 20, reaffirmed the commitment 
of most countries of the world to this basic trend of social development, despite 
varying geographical conditions and cultural traditions. The Summit was attended 
by about 50 thousand people and more than 100 heads of state and government.



Themes and objectives RIO+20
The conference RIO+20 had three objectives:

● Securing renewed political commitment for sustainable development
● Assessing the progress and implementation gaps in meeting previous commitments.
● Addressing new and emerging challenges.

The official discussions had two main themes:

 How to build a green economy to achieve sustainable development and lift people out of 
poverty, including support for developing countries that will allow them to find a green path for 
development.

 How to improve international coordination for sustainable development by building an 
institutional framework.

The concept of sustainable development is based on the balance of human activity in the 
environment, economy and social sphere related to energy

Economy– Ecology –Society – ENERGY



17 Sustainable Development Goals
• 17 Sustainable Development Goals - On September 25, 2015, UN member states 

adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.



UN Sustainable 
Development Goals

• UN – 17 DGs for 2030

• https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=0XTBYMfZyrM&feature=y
outu.be

• Link to app & local issues, 
contexts…

• 17 goals – 169 tasks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XTBYMfZyrM&feature=youtu.be


#1: End 

poverty in all 

its forms 

everywhere



#2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved 

nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture



#2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved 

nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

#3: Ensure 

healthy lives 

and promote 

well-being for 

all at all ages



#4: Ensure 

inclusive and 

quality 

education for 

all and promote 

lifelong 

learning



#5: Achieve 

gender 

equality and 

empower 

women and 

girls



#6: Ensure access to 

water and sanitation 

for all



#7: Ensure access 

to affordable, 

reliable, 

sustainable and 

modern energy for 

all



#8: Promote inclusive 

and sustainable 

economic growth, 

employment and 

decent work for all



#9: Build resilient 

infrastructure, 

promote 

sustainable 

industrialization 

and foster 

innovation



#10: Reduce 

inequality within 

and among 

countries



#11: Make cities 

inclusive, safe, 

resilient and 

sustainable



#12: Ensure 

sustainable 

consumption and 

production patterns



#13: Take urgent 

action to combat 

climate change and 

its impacts*



#14: Conserve 

and sustainably 

use the oceans, 

seas and marine 

resources



#15: Sustainably manage 

forests, combat desertification, 

halt and reverse land 

degradation, 

halt biodiversity loss



#16: Promote just, peaceful 

and inclusive 

societies



#17: Revitalize 

the global 

partnership for 

sustainable 

development



And they

are all 

connected



THANK  YOU  FOR  ATTENTION!


